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CONPIDENTIAL KIGALI 0497 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PPOR EGEN RW, BY, CG 

SUBJ: REPORTS OP PLANS POR INCREASED COOPERATION AMONG 
BURUNDI, ZAIRE AND RWANDA 

REF: BUJUMBURA 0802 (NOTAL) 

1. EMBASSY HAS HEARD RUMORS CIRCULATING HERE THAT MOBUTU, 
MICOMBERO AND HABYARIMANA DISCUSSED SOME PORM OP "ECONOMIC 
UNION" AT THEIR GOMA MEETING LAST MONTH. AT SOUTH KOREAN 
RECEPTION AUGUST 15 CHARGE ASKED MINISTER OP POREIGN 
APFAIRS NSEKALIJE WHETHER THERE ANY SUBSTANCE TO REPORTS. 
MINISTER REPLIED THAT THREE COUNTRIES HAD AGREED TO SET UP 
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC COMMISSIONS TO HANDLE SPECIPIC PROBLEMS. 
HE MENTIONED BORDER TRADE AS ONE OP SUBJECTS TO BE COVERED 
BY COMMISSIONS. MINISTER SAID PURTHER DISCUSSIONS ON 
SUBJECT WOULD BE HELD AT NEXT SESSION OP "TRIPARTITE" 

AMONG THREE COUNTRIES EXPECTED LATER THIS YEAR. HE 
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WENT AS FAR AS ECONOMIC OR POLITICAL UNION. RWANDA'S 
POLICY, HE SAID, WAS ONE OF "OUVERTURE ' TO ALL ITS NEIGHBORS. 

2. PRESIDENTIAL ECONOMIC ADVISOR AUGUST LINDT CONFIRMED 
TO EMBASSY THAT ECONOMIC COOPERATION HAD BEEN DISCUSSED 
IN GENERAL TERMS AT GOMA. HE POINTED OUT THAT RWANDA'S 
DEPENDENCE ON UGANDA AND KENYA FOR COMMUNICATIONS WOULD 
MAKE GOR CAUTIOUS ABOUT AMBITIOUS SCHEMES FOR JOINING 
ECONOMIES OF ZAIRE, BURUNDI AND RWANDA. 

3. COMMENT: EMBASSY SUSPECTS THAT GOR DOWNPLAYING OF 
TALK OF UNION ALSO RELATED TO ITS TRADITIONAL FEAR OF 
DOMINANCE BY ZAIRE AS WELL AS CONTINUING DISTRUST OF 
BURUNDI MOTIVES. 
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